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Safety changes coming for Charlevoix
South Pier
DETROIT- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is scheduled to remove the ancillary walkway
on the Charlevoix Harbor South Pier in Charlevoix, Michigan due to safety concerns.
Waves and ice movement have repeatedly caused damage to the walkway and its removal will
provide cost savings and improve the wave attenuator’s functionality on the adjacent walkway.
The purpose of the attenuator is to reduce energy and impact of incoming waves.
“This particular section of the pier has been closed since October 2020 because it is unsafe for
pedestrian traffic,” said Elizabeth Newell Wilkinson Grand Haven Resident Engineer. “The
benefits of removing it outweigh the alternative of extensive repairs and costly maintenance.”
The South Pier and part of the adjacent Michigan Beach Park will be closed while work is
underway. Figure 1 offers a visual representation of the section of walkway to be removed as
well as the planned closure area.
“The ancillary walkway being removed provided additional pier access around the wave
attenuator,” said Wilkinson. “Following removal of the ancillary walkway, the adjacent wave
attenuator walkway will remain available for South Pier access.”
A Corps of Engineers floating plant is scheduled to arrive from Detroit, Michigan on August 15
to perform the work and will be on site for approximately three weeks.
The Corps of Engineers is coordinating with local officials regarding ferry and water traffic to
ensure the least impact possible to the public.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District, maintains a navigation system of 81 harbors
including the channels joining lakes Superior, Michigan, Huron, St. Clair and Erie.
For more details, contact Detroit District Public Affairs Specialist Emily Schaefer, 313-2264681.

Figure 1: Visual representation of the section of walkway to be removed as well as the planned closure area.
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